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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Environmental  Policy;  Categorical 
Exciusions 

agency:  Office  of  Environmental 
Quality,  Agriculture. 

action:  Final  determination  of 
categorical  exclusions. 

SUMMARY:  Notice  is  hereby  given  that 
the  Office  of  Environmental  Quality 
(OEQ).  pursuant  to  consultations  with 
the  Council  on  Environmental  Quality 
(CEQ)  and  the  Agencies  set  forth  below 
has  made  a  final  determination  that  the 
current  programs  and  activities  of  those 
USDA  Agencies  listed  below  come 
within  the  categorical  exclusions 
contained  in  the  Department  of 
Agriculture’s  policies  and  procedures  for 
compliance  with  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  (7' 
CFR  §  3100.22;  44FR  44802-44803).  As  a 
result  of  this  determination,  the 
designated  Agencies  will  not  prepare 
specific  agency  procedures  for 
compliance  with  NEPA  and  the 
regulations  of  CEQ  and  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  However,  those  Agencies 
will  continue  to  review  their  programs 
and  activities  to  evaluate  any  new 
programs  or  activities  which  may 
necessitate  the  development  of  specific 
Agency  procedures. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  June  6, 
1980,  the  OEQ  published  a  proposed 
determination  of  categorical  exclusions 
from  the  requirement  of  preparation  of 
specific  regulations  and  procedures  for 
compliance  with  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  (43  FR  38092). 
As  of  the  closing  date  of  August  5, 1980, 
the  OEQ  received  two  comments 
regarding  the  proposed  categorical 
exclusion  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service  (AMS).  There  were  no 
comments  as  to  the  other  designated 
Agencies. 

One  comment  was  concerned  with  the 
relationship  between  Federal  fruit  and 
vegetable  marketing  order  regulations 
and  pesticide  usage,  suggesting  that 
such  regulations  are  based  upon 
cosmetic  quality  standards,  which 
induce  farmers  to  increase  their  use  of 
pesticides. 

There  are  indications  that  certain 
standards  established  by  various 
government  Agencies  and  the  private 
sector  may  have  effects  on  the  use  of 
pesticides,  which  effects  may  merit 
further  studies.  However,  the  programs 
and  activities  of  AMS  in  this  area  do  not 
have  significant  ejects  on  pesticide 
usage  and  accordingly  do  not  constitute 
significant  effects  on  human 
environment.  The  establishment  of 
Federal  grades  and  standards  for  fruits 


and  vegetables  is  not  under  the 
authority  of  AMS. 

The  other  comment  was  concerned 
with  the  process  by  which  AMS 
analyzed  the  potential  effects  of 
proposed  amendments  of  the  Plant 
Variety  Protection  Act  of  1970,  which 
amendments  have  since  become  law. 
AMS  considers  its  analysis  of  those 
amendments  to  have  been  adequate. 
Further,  the  comment  deals  with  the 
process  by  which  the  analysis  was  made 
and  is  not  pertinent  to  the  issue  of 
categorical  exclusions  of  AMS  under 
NEPA. 

DESIGNATED  USDA  AGENCIES  FOR 
CATEGORICAL  EXCLUSIONS  UNDER  NEPA: 
Agricultural  Cooperative  Service 
A^icultural  Marketing  Service 
Economics  and  Statistics  Service 
Federal  Grain  Inspection  Service 
Food  and  Nutrition  Service 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
EFFECTIVE  DATE:  April  28, 1981. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Barry  R.  Flamm,  Director,  Office  of 
Environmental  Quality,  USDA 
Washington,  D.C.  20250,  Phone  (202) 
447-3965. 

Dated:  April  22, 1981. 

Baity  R.  Flamm, 

Director,  Office  of  Environnwntal  Quality. 
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